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XV.    THE AT.HIEN HEXAGRAM.

indicates progress and success. The su-
perior man, (being humble as it implies), will have
a (good) issue (to his undertakings).

i. The first line, divided, shows us the superior
man who adds humility to humility. (Even) the great

state of opulence. The danger threatening such a condition arises
from the pride which it is likely to engender. But everything here
is against that issue. Apart from the symbolism of the trigrams,
we have the place of honour occupied by a weak line, so that its
subject will be humble; and all the other lines, strong as they are,
will act in obedient sympathy. There will be great progress and
success.

Line i, though strong, is at the lowest part of the figure, and
has no correlate above. No external influences have as yet acted
injuriously on its subject. Let him do as directed, and no hurtful
influence will ever affect him.

The strong line 2 has its proper correlate in line 5, the ruler of
the figure, and will use its strength in subordination to his humility.
Hence the symbolism.

Line 3 is strong, and in the right (an odd) place. The top-
most line of the lower trigram is the proper place for a feudal lord.
The subject of this will humbly serve the condescending ruler in
line 5. A small man, having the place without the virtue, would
give himself airs.

Line 4 is strong, but the strength is tempered by the position,
which is that of a weak line. Hence he will do no injury to the
mild ruler, to whom he is so near.

Line 5 symbolises the ruler. Mild sincerity is good in him, and
affects his ministers and others. But a ruler must not be without
an awe-inspiring majesty.

' Even the topmost line takes its character from g.    The strength
of its subject is still tempered, and Heaven gives its approval.